THE EVOLUTION OF A REVOLT

the Rabegh position: nor was the Rabegh position
indispensable to the Turks: nor would a single
Arab have remained with the Sherif if he intro-
duced British troops into the Hejaz.

In the emergency it occurred to me that
perhaps the virtue of irregulars lay in depth, not
in face, and that it had been the'threat of attack
by them upon the Turkish nortKern flank which
had made the enemy hesitate for so long. The
actual Turkish flank ran from their front line to
Medina, a distance of some fifty miles: but, if we
moved towards the Hejaz railway behind Medina,
we might stretch our threat (and, accordingly,
their flank) as far, potentially, as Damascus, eight
hundred miles away to the north. Such a move
would force the Turks to the defensive, and we
might regain the initiative. Anyhow, it seemed
our only chance> and so, in January 1917, we
took all Faisal's tribesmen, turned our backs on
Mecca, Rabegh and the Turks, and marched away
north two hundred miles to Wejh, thanks to the
help of the British Red Sea Fleet, which fed and
watered us along the coast, and gave us gun-power
and a landing party at our objective.

This eccentric movement acted like a charm,
Clausewitz had said that rearguards modulate the
enemy's action like a pendulum, not by what they
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